
 

 
 

 
Wildlife problems and pest control on farms 
 
Wildlife can cause significant damage to livestock, feedstuffs, growing and stored crops if 
effective prevention and control measures are not in place. Some species can also increase 
the spread of disease, and chewing of electrical cables by rodents is a major cause of fires 
in agricultural buildings. 
 
 
R odent pest control 

You are responsible for controlling any rats or house mice that are on your agricultural 
property.  Problems are particularly common in the autumn and winter, when rodents move 
into or close to buildings to ensure a regular food supply and harbourage over the winter.  
Control methods include exclusion, habitat management, trapping, shooting, fumigation and 
rodenticides.  Terriers can sometimes be useful, particularly around hay/straws stacks.   
 
It is a statutory condition of use that fumigation with aluminium phosphide is undertaken only 
by an instructed or trained operator.  When using rodenticides, it is a requirement that you 
follow the instructions on the Statutory Box of the product label.  The HSE provide guidance 
on the safe use of aluminium phosphide (PDF, 148 KB) and rodenticides (PDF, 56 KB).  
SEPA provides guidelines on the disposal of rodent carcasses (PDF, 183 KB). 
 
 
D eer control 

Wild deer are an important part of Scotland’s natural heritage and are often an asset for 
sporting or tourism enterprises.  However they can cause damage to agricultural land 
through grazing, browsing and trampling. You can find out about methods of controlling deer 
on the SNH website and from the Code of Practice on Deer Management: 
 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/land-and-sea/managing-wildlife/managing-deer/code-of-deer-
management/ 
 
You may need authorisation to cull deer on your land under certain circumstances, including 
in the closed seasons.  These are set out in the Deer (Closed Seasons) (Scotland) Order 
2011 SSI No. 417 -   http://origin-www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/417/contents/made.  You 
can also find out about deer licensing on the SNH website. 
 
 
O ther mammal pest control 

Farmers and land managers can legally control some mammal species for particular 
problems, such as damage to crops, livestock, feed or risk to health and safety.  You will 
need a licence to control certain protected species, such as badgers or bats. 
 
Find out about mammal licensing on the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) website. 
 
Any live-capture or restraining trap (e.g. snare, rabbit box trap) must be checked at least 
once in every 24 hour period. The use of snares is regulated by the Snares (Scotland) Order 
2010, shortly to be superceded by the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act.  All 
permitted lethal traps are listed under the Spring Traps Approval (Scotland) Order, 2011. 
Mole and ‘break-back’ rodent traps are exempted from the traps covered under this Order.  
SASA provides lists of UK trap suppliers. 
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http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/ais22.pdf
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/misc515.pdf
http://www.sepa.org.uk/waste/waste_regulation/idoc.ashx?docid=c2272956-1176-4f6a-9286-6932bbf1d058&version=-1
http://www.snh.gov.uk/land-and-sea/managing-wildlife/managing-deer/understanding/methods/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/land-and-sea/managing-wildlife/managing-deer/understanding/methods/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/land-and-sea/managing-wildlife/managing-deer/code-of-deer-management/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/land-and-sea/managing-wildlife/managing-deer/code-of-deer-management/
http://origin-www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/417/contents/made
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/species-licensing/deer/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/species-licensing/mammal-licensing/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2010/8/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2010/8/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/6/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/393/contents/made
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/wildlife-management-publications
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B ird pest control 

All wild birds and their nests and eggs are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981.  Some more rare, threatened or vulnerable species are given extra protection, such 
as against disturbance during the breeding season.  There is a wide variety of bird scarers 
that are used in agricultural circumstances.  A list of scarers and UK suppliers can be found 
on the SASA website.  You will need a licence if you want to kill or take any bird species that 
is causing serious damage to crops or livestock, or for health and safety reasons.  Some 
common bird species, such as pigeons, crows and rooks, can be controlled under one of the 
General Licences, which are renewed each January.  It is important to check the terms and 
conditions of the General Licences each January.  Find out more about General Licences.  
Find out about bird licensing on the SNH website.   
 
 
Ravens can be a particular problem with some livestock. You can download guidance on 
how to minimise raven predation from the Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture 
(SASA) website (PDF, 33K). You can also download a corvid identification leaflet from the 
SASA website (PDF, 1MB).  If prevention methods are unsuccessful, you can apply for a 
licence to shoot ravens from SNH. 
 
Download a licence application to control ravens from the SNH website (DOC, 222K). 
 
 

http://www.sasa.gov.uk/wildlife-management-publications
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/wildlife-management-publications
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/species-licensing/bird-licensing/general/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/species-licensing/bird-licensing/
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Raven%20licence%20guidance%20for%20farmers-final-10.pdf
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Raven%20licence%20guidance%20for%20farmers-final-10.pdf
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Raven%20licence%20guidance%20for%20farmers-final-10.pdf
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corvid%20Identification-final.pdf
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corvid%20Identification-final.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/B877770.doc

